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INTERIOR URBANISM

The work of Mumbai-based Mobile Offices (MO-OF) helps us explore the relationship between Interior Design
and Urbanism, helping identify methods in which both fields can inform the development of the other.

Text. Namita Dharia
Photographs ; courtesy the architects

Manisha Agarwal and Shantanu Poredi, principals MO-OF Architects, use
the term ‘Interior Urbanism’ to introduce their recent work. They argue that
the term ‘Interior Urbanism’ allows them to situate the public realm as an
important locus in the design of the interior, simultaneously all

owing the

holistic design of bath the interior and the exterior, Taking inspiration from

1eir work and their conceptual approach to interior design, this article
discusses seme primary notions of how ‘Interior Urbanism’ can propagate
bath a better interiority and a better urbanity; in other words, how can the
coupling of two seemingly oppasitional terms of Interior and Urbanism allow
for innovation in both fields.

This article shall laok at three of MO-0F's projects - the Bose Residence,
the Lemon Grass Café, and the Worldsport Group Office, using them as
sites to address the nature in which Interior Urbanism’ can problematise

interior design.

Urbanism and Interiority

Urbanism encompasses an

expansive historical trajectory of stylistic
movements and approaches to the design of ¢ities, [t not anly speaks of the
built form and organisation of the city but also the invisible flows- finance,

technologies etc. that allow for the functioning of a city. The humble interior

forms a by-praduct of this urbanisation, It is formed by the planning of areas
and pragrams of a city, and acts as a microcosm of the city, expressing the
same ideas of publicness, environment, and socio-cultural behaviour that

the city sustains

The three projects selected here help us link environment and behaviour by
allowing us to address the basic functions of the human in the city: warking,
living, and recreation; and thus act as agents to discuss crucial linkages

between urba

ism and interior design. All three projects, as well & the

MO-OF practice, are located in Bombay.

The Bose Residence is a two-bedroom apartment, for artists Radhika and
Bose Krishnamachari, which addresses changing modes of living. The
Lemon Grass Café is the design for a South East Asian restaurant that alludes
to the cosmopolitanism of the city. The Worldsport Group Office,

workplace for a sports company working in entertainment, production,
management, and advertising, displays the importance of the creation of a
public environment in the interior. Each project helps us address broader
questions that link interior design to urbanism: How does the workplace

manifest the economic and social foundations of a city? How does a living

environment

reflect a changing nature of urbanism?
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The Lemon Grass Café, on the other hand, creates a public realm with a
single, simple organisationél strategy: the long linear bar becomes the
keystone of public activity in the restaurant around which multiple activities
take place and unites the entire space. In all three projects, privatised spaces
are available within the public realm, through subdivision in the Bose
Residence, through the small cellular spaces in the Worldspart Group Office,
and individual tables in the Lemon Grass (afé, tying to the concept and scale
of the individual in urban society.

Thus, all three projects offer varied solutions for the creation of an interior
public realm - be it in the design of the central corridor in the Worldsport
Group Office as a series of flexible timeshare spaces; the extension of the
living room into the bedroom, terrace and kitchen in the Bose Residence; or
the use of the bar as the pivot of activity within the Lemon Grass Café - each
becomes an important space that allow for distinct types of interaction
which help drive a distinctive interior and urban experience.

2. A pivated television and sliding partitions enable the creation of large open spaces from
subdivided rooms.

3. Alibrary, conference room, and discussion space, form varied elements of the central
public forum in the Worldsport Group Office.

Infrastructural Maneuvers

Infrastructure plays an invisible, but nevertheless important role in the
creation of both an urban and interior environment. Services such as water
supply, ventilation, and systems of lighting are not only backbones of the
functioning of a space but also act as central elements of the design. At the
scale of smaller interior projects, these gestures can be far more subtle but
equally important.

While in the Worldsport Group Office, the mechanisms of working (such as
hot-desking, individual cabins, timeshare spaces) become the primary
infrastructural gesture of the space, the Lemon Grass Café uses lighting
and water as an element within the design to ensure a continuity of
ambience and the Bose residence adopts the work of the artist’s work and
colour palate to unite the apartment into a cohesive space. Thus, all the
three projects contain primary elements that unite the project
conceptually and physically.

Tactility of Environment

The urban environment also builds a certain experientiality that is not only
dependent on its organisation and infrastructure but also the tactility and
materiality of the city. Within the interior, these are of an even greaterimportanceas
the scale of the experience is to that of the individual and the contact, one to one.
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Program

In any scale of space, the first step of creating an urban order is the
overall organisation and the programmatic allocations of the various
components. Within urbanism and interior design, the allocation of
functions and choices of program are sensitive to the real-time practices
of inhabitants thereby, helping transform space into a place where
citizenship or community can be constructed.

The Bose Residence’s programmatic choices reflect the choices that its
residents and indeed several residents in the city of Bombay make. A lack of
space and increasing ‘work from hom'e‘Iifestyles require the house to become
an adaptable space that can be deployed for a variety of functions- working,
sleeping, entertaining etc. This method ties to the broader context of
‘mixed-use’ programming of areas in the city. In the Worldsport Group Office
we see a similar adaptability of program, created by concepts such as
‘hot-desking’ that allows for multiple users to book need-based workplaces.
Interactive time shared spaces, conference rooms, meeting rooms, seating;
and an open-plan system of working also add to the adaptability of space in
the Worldsport Group Office.

I. Axonometric view of the Bose Residence.
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The Public Realm

The creation of a public realm forms a central focus for urban design, as it is
through publicness that notions of citizenship, nationalism, community, and
identity are formed. Public relationships and how we define spaces for the
building of community are primary to the approach to urban design and
affect basic social constructs, such as family, friends and business groups. The
three projects demonstrate gestures that address the building of a public
realm and community within a privatised, interior space.

The flexible plan of the Bose Residence allows for the conversion of the home
from a single, large, open public space down into more privatised working
and living spaces. This is done through a system of pivoted objects (TV,
doors), and folding furniture. These systems transform the Bose Residence
from a site for building social ties to a privatised place for an individual.

The Worldsport Group Office too embeds similar transformations by
mimicking the spatial organisation of a beehive and creates spaces that can
hold different sizes of groups. Spaces such as the den (for group processes),
the club (for transactions), the hive (for individual processes), the cell (for
concentrated study), allows for the users to interact in varied settings and
conditions, again building publicness at different scales.
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