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L ARCHITECT AND INTERIORS INDIA PRESENTS 50
' FABULOUS PERSONALITIES WHO HAVE THE POWER
TO CHANGE THE FACE OF THE COUNTRY
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Muru Karim TM Cyriac

Sen Kapadia Tony Joseph

Shantanu Poredi &
Manisha Agarwu|

Prem Nath Rajesv Kathpalia

Ratan Batliboi

Rahul Gore

Ravi Sarangan

Krupa Zubin

This is not a competition or an awards
proclamation, so we would like to begin by
urging our readers to refrain from looking
upon this handpicked collection as a Top
50 listing. The idea behind this special
feature that marks our second anniversary
is to highlight the creative differences

that make India's architecture and design
scene so varied, colourful and exciting. The
philosophies and mantras that drive the
creative engines of these design personali-
ties must be applauded for being idealistic
vet practical and thought-provoking. They
could transport us into a new, improved
era for our image in the global mirror — if
we and our chosen government exert re-
sponsible choices when we make decisions
that affect our built environment.

While embarking on this journey of
discovering the guiding mantra and defin-
ing projects of our leading lights, we were
filled with trepidation that we would be
unable to pin down 50 extremely busy
architects and designers at short notice.

If we have succeeded, it is all thanks to
their unstinting support. While most of
them undertook the task of answering our
queries with unquestioning co-operation
within the stipulated deadline, a few
demanded answers themselves... which we
prompily gave. That we could not convince
a handful of them to spare their valuable
time to focus on areas of their work that
we were interested in this time, is indeed
our misfortune.

Due to the paucity of time, some glo-
betrotters did not make it to our final 50
either. Again, the loss is ours — but rest
assured that you will hear about them and
their work here.

Our companion piece on what our Fab
50 have to say about new-age innovations
and their potential to change the world we
live in, is enlightening — to say the least.
From new produets to novel technologies,
they have cited what they think is making
a difference to their chosen field and how
they function. The outpouring of diverse
responses we received encourages us to
believe that the design community needs
such a platform for the exchange of semi-
nal ideas. And we hope to provide that.

by Maria Louis
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SHANTANU POREDI AND MANISHA AGARWAL, mo-or

WE APPROACH BUILDING DESIGN THROUGH

A QUESTIONING PROCESS, REINTERPRETING
THE CLIENT’S BRIEF TO BREAK PRECONCEIVED
NOTIONS OF ARCHITECTURE

ENERETGES
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